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Response to Amendment 

The amendments received on July 26, 2006 is acknowledged and entered. 
Claims 3 and 21-25 have been amended. Claims 1-2 have been canceled. No 
claims have been added. Claims 3-25 are currently pending. 

Claim rejections under 35 USC § 101 have been withdrawn due to the 
applicants amendment. 

The terminal disclaimers filed by applicants on August 2, 2006, in regards 
to U.S. Patent Nos. 6,298,331, 6,598,024, and 6,397,193, have overcome the 
obviousness double patenting rejections. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 3-25 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

1 . As per independent claims 3, 1 6, and 21 , specifically, Hall (US Patent 
Number 6,131 , 399) does not disclose or fairly teach: 

setting a price range of the food product based on the time until expiration; 
and storing, on a storage device, an indication that the food product may be 
offered in exchange for a round-up amount if the round-up amount is within the 
price range. 
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2. As per independent claims 5, 17, and 22, specifically, Hall (US Patent 
Number 6,131, 399) does not disclose or fairly teach: 

calculating a round-up amount, the round amount being a difference 
between the purchase price and the rounded price; 

identifying a food product and a corresponding price range of the food 
product, wherein the round-up amount is within the price range; and 

offering the food product in exchange for the round-up amount. 

3. As per independent claims 10, 18, and 23, specifically, Hall (US Patent 
Number 6,131, 399) does not disclose or fairly teach: 

determining a status of at least one characteristic of a food product, the at 
least one characteristic being indicative of the age of the food product: 

setting a price range of the food product based on the status, wherein the 
price range defines a minimum price and a maximum price; 

generating a purchase price of a purchase; 

generating a rounded price; 

calculating a round-up amount, the round amount being a difference 
between the purchase price and the rounded price; and 

causing the food product to be offered in exchange for the round-up 
amount if the round-up amount is within the price range. 

4. As per independent claims 12 and 19, specifically, Hall (US Patent 
Number 6,131, 399) does not disclose or fairly teach: 
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determining a time until expiration of a food component; 

causing the food component to be made into a food product if the time 
until expiration is less than a predetermined threshold; 

setting a minimum price for the food product based on the time until 
expiration of the food component; and 

causing the food product to be offered in exchange for a round-up amount, 
wherein the round-up amount is a difference between a purchase price and a 
rounded price of a purchase. 

5. As per independent claims 13, 15, 20, and 25, specifically. Hall (US Patent 
Number 6, 1 31 , 399) does not disclose or fairly teach: 

determining a food product corresponding to the food component; 

setting a price range for the food product, wherein the price range defines a 
minimum price and a maximum price; and 

causing an offer to exchange the food product for a round-up amount if the 
round-up amount is within the price range to be output, wherein the round-up amount is 
a difference between a purchase price and a rounded price of a purchase. 

6. The foreign prior art of record, specifically, JP 08147545, while disclosing 
an automatic vending machine, fails to disclose or fairly teach: 

setting a price range of the food product based on the time until expiration; 
and storing, on a storage device, an indication that the food product may be 
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offered in exchange for a round-up amount if the round-up amount is within the 
price range. 

7. The NPL prior art of record, specifically, "Round 'n' Round they go", fails to 
disclose or fairly teach: 

setting a price range of the food product based on the time until expiration; 
and storing, on a storage device, an indication that the food product may be 
offered in exchange for a round-up amount if the round-up amount is within the 
price range. 

8. The remaining dependent claims are considered allowable, as they are 
dependent and based off of an allowable independent claim. 

9. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Freda A. Nelson whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-7076. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on 571-272-6708. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

FAN 08/10/2006 ^ — ^ 




